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As a child, it seemed my mother was always on the telephone, and I could always tell 
with whom she was speaking.  When she talked with her mother from “up north”, she 
would revert to using slang terms like the word “ain’t”.  When she adopted a Ukrainian 
accent, it was a dead give-away that she was talking with her Ukrainian mother-in-law. 
There was a particular lady in our church whom my mother admired greatly.  Whenever 
my mom spoke with her, the very grammatical structure of her sentences changed to 
reflect an educated precision.  I asked my mother about this once, and she was baffled, 
apparently unaware that this was something she did. 

This phenomenon is known as ‘blending’ and is often used in sales to find common 
ground and earn the trust of the buyer.  When I worked in customer service, my sales rep 
and I would immediately scan the office of a prospective customer and look for signs of 
their football fidelity.  If we saw an Auburn mascot, that was my cue to mention my 
brother had graduated from Auburn’s engineering program.  If we saw an Alabama 
mascot, that was the sales reps cue to talk about his wife’s education and experience with 
the Crimson Tide. 

Jesus showed His love to us through the ultimate demonstration of blending.  He left 
behind His heavenly environment and adopted the language, the culture, the clothing, and 
the life of the people He came to save.  Paul expresses this same idea when he said in      
1 Corinthian 9:22 I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 

Jesus, right before his death, gave his disciples guidance on how to be known as His.  He 
provided the key to such blending. A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.  John 13:34, 35. 

If we are to show love as Christ did, we will try to blend with people in whatever 
circumstances they find themselves in.  If we are unable to blend because of their life 
choices and eagerness to embrace sin, then we should forgive them.  Jesus gave us the 
perfect example of this as well, as soldiers nailed His hands and feet to the wood of the 
cross.  Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.  Luke 23:34.   

This morning, I pray for the gift of love in my heart, to help me blend with those in need, 
and reflect the Character of Christ. 


