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Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost 
sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders  and goes 
home.  Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 
have found my lost sheep. ’   I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 
need to repent. Luke 15:6-7 NIV 

This parable mentions a wandering sheep, but its subject is actually the shepherd.  Jesus 
tells this story to give us a glimpse into the heart of God, so that we can have confidence 
in where we are putting our hope. 

Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. …  The loss is to the 
shepherd, the one who owns a hundred sheep.  One of them is gone.  There are no details 
given as to why the sheep is gone.  I would suggest  the WHY doesn't matter because it 
does not change what follows. 

Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine … and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? … The 
shepherd is not willing to leave the wandering sheep alone.  The shepherd will go to look 
for it.  Not only that, the shepherd will look for it until he finds it.   

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  I love the joy 
pictured here; it is what we can expect from our Savior.  He longs to gather us into His 
arms and carry us through life’s trials.  He never meant for us to be alone in the world.  
He meant for us to be with Him, and with His flock. 

Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’ This is an exciting moment and it reaches back to the beginning of the 
whole story.  The shepherd notices a sheep is missing, he goes searching, he is 
determined, and the love that drove the shepherd into the night is now transformed into 
joy at the reunion, and that joy is so great he does not want to experience it alone!  Joy is 
exponential when shared with friends.   

We know this parable is about Jesus, because of how it ends.  	 I tell you that in the same 
way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

Because we serve a God who created us, who sustains us, and who sees us at all times, 
we can be assured He is always there waiting for us to turn to Him.  He does not seek our 
repentance so that he can deliver shame along with an ‘I told you so.’  His promise is that 
if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of those sins, and to cleanse us 
of all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 

How fortunate we are to be sheep of His flock. 


