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Do you ever wish life was less complicated?  Sometimes, when I read stories from 
bygone eras, I find myself longing for simpler times when there seemed to be less 
controversy, less evil, and fewer temptations with the power to pull me from my walk 
with Jesus.  During these times, He gently shows me that it doesn’t have to be as 
complicated as I make it out to be.   
 
It is as simple as the ten commandments – the short list as to how I should live my life 
while waiting for my Lord’s return.  The ten commandments first show up in the Bible 
during Israel’s exodus from Egypt, where they list out one “Remember,” one “Honor”  
and eight “Thou Shalt Nots.”  When Jesus came and lived among us, he provided us with 
a CLIFFs Notes Version which can found in Matthew 22:37-39 
 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  Matthew 22:37-39 NIV 
 
That scripture is not only found in Matthew.  It is repeated again in the gospel of Mark 
and repeated again in the gospel of Luke. 
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:30,31 NIV 
 
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’a; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Luke 10:27 
 
This connection, that love is the basis of God’s law, was so important that Matthew, 
Mark and Luke all contain the CLIFFs Notes for the ten commandments.   How do we 
know that Jesus is referring to the ten commandments?  Because He said so.   
 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.  Matthew 22:40 

 
Jesus basically told the Jews that the ten commandments and everything the prophets 
had taught them were centered around these two things.  Love for God – and Love for 
Man.  As we navigate this sinful world, seeking Jesus and His righteousness, we can use 
the map of the ten commandments, and the mandate of loving God and fellow man as a 
guide.   These commandments are not the basis upon which we are saved--that is only 
through the mercy, grace and power of Christ’s blood—but they will form form a basis 
for fulfillment and joy.  They will guide us into happiness, peace and eternal life. 
 
“If you love me, keep my commands,” John 14:15.   Jesus said.  “But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  
Matthew 6:33. 


